Complement C4B-null alleles in Felty's syndrome.
C4A and C4B allotypes were compared in 20 patients with Felty's syndrome (FS), 52 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA), and 55 control subjects. Nineteen of the FS patients had HLA-DR4. A C4B-null allele was more frequent in the patients with FS (60%) than in either the RA patients (15%) or the control subjects (26%). Only the differences between patients with FS and those with RA remained statistically significant when DR4 positive subjects were compared. The C4B null allele may identify individuals within the rheumatoid population who are at risk of developing particular systemic complications.